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this way a motive for devotion, and "a strong incentive
to do their best, was supplied to the forces of the
opposition ; and in the contest of rival principles that
of religion won, because it was the higher, more
inspiring, and more permanent principle. The
Puritanism of the a New Model Army " was the truest
cause of its success. At the same time there were
other reasons, important, but not conclusively so, why
the Parliament should have won in the end. Despite
the generosity of his friends and despite his creation
of a rival assembly at Oxford, Charles was handi-
capped by the uncertainty of his financial position ,
since the opposition were able to utilise the national
credit in their capacity as representatives of the
people. Their revenue, although scanty enough, was
thus more certain than that of the king, and they
enjoyed the almost unanimous support of the wealthy
citizens of London. In their allies, too, the Parlia-
ment were the more fortunate ; for while both Scotch
and Irish were unpopular in England, the latter were
the more hated as being Catholics, and the former
were able to give far more effective assistance.
Finally, the royalist leaders were no generals, whereas
Cromwell stands in the very first rank among military
commanders, and Fairfax was inferior only to his
great colleague.

It has been seen that, at the time of the Wars of the
Roses, the other great period of civil strife in England,
the general life of the people was little influenced;
but all classes of the community were profoundly
affected by the Great Rebellion. All intercourse
between the two parties was practically suspended